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CR AIG DOWNIE
Chief Executive
EcoCentral

Craig is the chief executive of EcoCentral, a Christchurch CCTO 

processing waste and recycling for Christchurch and the wider 

Canterbury region. 

EcoCentral’s focus is on advocating for reduced consumption, 

maximising resource recovery and implementing innovative 

solutions. It prides itself on helping people make good choices 

for the environment while supporting the circular economy 

through its business activities. 

Craig has a strong background in engineering, operations, and 

actioning strategic innovation, and in the last 25 years, he has 

held senior management positions in a number of businesses 

across a range of disciplines. His passion is finding better ways 

to do things, to innovate, be pragmatic and face the challenges 

head on. 

In the last few years there has been a significant global shift in 

how waste and recycling is managed, and Craig believes that, 

as a nation, we need to align individual strategies, be agile and 

innovate with purpose to secure our circular economy. There 

are multiple solution options available, but finding the right 

long term fit for New Zealand is the challenge. The government 

is highly motivated to help make a difference and WasteMINZ 

is perfectly placed to support them and everyone in the 

industry across all levels. 

WasteMINZ is the right platform to enable industry 

collaboration, to coordinate lobby for change and help provide 

a solution roadmap. Craig believes his skills and practical 

experience, coupled with EcoCentral’s people-centric focus 

will make a valuable contribution to the WasteMINZ Board. 

DAVE BULL
Director
HAIL Environmental

Dave is a director of HAIL Environmental, a site contamination 

specialist consultancy, and of Maunga Teitei Development, 

a land development company. He has been a WasteMINZ 

member since around 2005 and a member of the Institute of 

Directors since 2016. Dave should be a familiar face as he has 

presented at nearly every WasteMINZ conference since he 

joined – hopefully you caught his keynote Ban remediation 

in 2020 – and is currently on the Disposal to Land Sector 

Group Steering Committee and Residential Lead Working 

Group. Dave’s professional experience includes sixteen years’ 

consulting, time served in the Parliamentary Commissioner 

for the Environment’s office, and recycling timber treatment 

chemicals at Fernz Timber Protection (now Osmose). 

Dave aims to add a range of professional, scientific and 

environmental skills to the Board. He has particular knowledge 

of contaminated land practice; however, in the last three years 

he has become increasingly involved in the wider waste sector. 

Dave is into his second year on the Disposal to Land Sector 

Group Steering Committee. He is consulting to a proposed 

major new landfill in the south island that is currently 

wrestling with its consenting process. And he has recently 

joined a project that aims to revolutionise plastic and organic 

waste recovery in New Zealand. 

Dave says he appreciates what WasteMINZ can do for all of 

us, in terms of advocacy, guidance, training and action as 

the Natural and Built Environment Act develops, climate 

change kicks in, urban (re)development picks up pace, and 

as the spotlights go on unsustainable practices, unregulated 

professionals, and unresponsiveness to Māori.
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DAVID HOWIE 
General Manager – Lower North Island
Waste Management NZ

David is responsible for Waste Management’s lower north 

island division spanning Hamilton to Wellington. His areas 

of responsibility include full P&L responsibility for Waste 

Management’s largest division by geography, including 

residential and commercial services, transfer stations, 

recycling facilities and landfills. His highest priority is the 

safety of his team of 500 and the environmental performance 

of the assets they manage, as well as sales and customer 

service to more than 80,000 municipal, commercial, and 

residential customers.

In addition, David leads the recycling strategy for Waste 

Management, managing the ongoing challenges and 

identifying opportunities as New Zealand transitions to a 

circular economy.

David joined Waste Management in 2013 and has a high 

level of personal commitment to sustainability, consistently 

seeking to achieve a more sustainable future for New Zealand.

He has a wealth of knowledge within the waste and 

recycling sector and more than 20 years’ executive and 

senior management positions with leading New Zealand 

organisations such as Holcim NZ and Winstone Aggregates.

He is a member of the New Zealand Institute of Directors, 

a director of Midwest Disposal and a member of the Waste 

Advisory Board.

MIKE JONES
General Manager

Smart Environmental/Earthcare

Mike is a general manager at Smart Environmental, having 

merged his Earthcare business with Smart Environmental in 

late 2021. He is the father of a four-year old boy, and his goal 

is to leave the planet a better place for his son and future 

grandchildren.

Mike has over 33 years’ experience in the waste and recycling 

sector, with a detailed knowledge of different types of 

recycling and waste operations. He also has an extensive 

knowledge of systems design and engineering having put 

together the Tokoroa Food Waste trial. The trial ran for a 

12-month period, participation was between 60 to 70%, 

and there was a 10% reduction in the overall kerbside waste 

stream after the food waste was removed.

Mike designed the successful Masterton MRF which was one 

of the first MRFs focusing on both optical sorting to ensure 

plastic polymers and colours met the strict requirements for 

export or local use. Currently the Masterton MRF processes 

material for over eight districts.

Mike has also partnered with a number of councils to run 

successful contracts covering kerbside, MRF, transfer stations, 

and bulk haul. 

Mike believes that WasteMINZ provides an opportunity for 

New Zealand to align around the circular economy and do 

better in its environmental footprint, and he would enjoy the 

opportunity to help promote and lead WasteMINZ forward on 

its journey.
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PARUL SOOD
General Manager Waste Solutions 
Auckland Council

Parul is an experienced public service leader, working with 

Auckland Council’s diverse and passionate Waste Solutions 

team since 2010. She has also held senior strategic and 

operational roles with the former Waitakere City and Rodney 

District Councils. Parul has a master’s degree in Environmental 

Science and a Diploma in Environmental Law. She has also 

trained in Europe on environmental clean technologies. Parul 

has extensive knowledge of local government processes 

and the legislative context they operate within. Her 19 years 

working for local government in New Zealand have given her a 

deep understanding of the issues and opportunities that local 

governments face in working to achieve a zero waste, circular 

economy.

Parul has been actively involved in the WasteMINZ’s TAO 

Forum as Chair and as board champion. The forum was 

established to create consistency and efficiency of service 

amongst territorial authorities by sharing knowledge and best 

practice.

Parul says “My second term on the WasteMINZ Board as 

Deputy Chair was, I feel, very productive despite the pandemic 

challenges. It has been great to see the much-needed focus 

and action our sector is now getting. I am very grateful for the 

opportunity to contribute to the governance of WasteMINZ 

and if I am fortunate enough to be reappointed, look forward 

to continuing to champion WasteMINZ’s value as a catalyst to 

drive waste minimisation; with councils, the community sector 

and the private sector working together for the benefit of 

Aotearoa New Zealand.”

PAUL EVANS
Chair
Localised

Kia ora nga mihi nui kia koutou, Paul is excited to stand for the 

board.

Many of you will know Paul from his seven years as chief 

executive of WasteMINZ, a time when Paul believes 

WasteMINZ made significant progress.

Since leaving WasteMINZ, Paul has worked closely with 

government and industry as chief executive of an engineering 

organisation. Most recently, he has transitioned to being a 

governance professional. 

Paul is a chartered director and sits on several boards in 

environmental, sustainability and emissions reduction spaces. 

In short, Paul believes his professional purpose aligns closely 

with the kaupapa of WasteMINZ.

Paul is the chair of Localised, a social enterprise owned by 

the Zero Waste Network. Localised supports community-

led resource recovery, providing practical support as a 

joint venture partner bringing significant access to capital, 

experience, and systems. Localised’s successes include the 

recently opened Onehunga Community Recycling Centre and 

their role in Auckland’s inorganic collection contract.

Paul has well-established knowledge and connections 

throughout government and industry and clearly understands 

the need for a strong and vibrant WasteMINZ that reflects its 

members and supports their aspirations. Paul also appreciates 

the board’s role and how critical good governance is. 

Most importantly, Paul is passionate about advancing the 

waste, resource recovery and contaminated land sectors in 

Aotearoa. He understands the unique and critical roles that 

local government, community organisations, the commercial 

sector, and government play in ensuring WasteMINZ’s success 

and believes that we need each part of the sector to flourish 

to achieve our lofty ambitions
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SAM FELLOWS
Manager of Sustainability and Waste
Tauranga City Council

Sam lives in Tauranga with his wife Victoria and young sons 

Max and Atticus. 

He is currently the manager of sustainability and waste at 

Tauranga City Council. In this role Sam is responsible for 

leading the waste behaviour change, waste operations, 

waste planning, corporate sustainability and sustainability 

communication teams. He is passionate about serving 

the community he grew up in and improving waste and 

sustainability outcomes in Tauranga.

During his time in the role Sam has led the community from 

a black bag rubbish service to a multi-bin recycling, rubbish, 

food, glass, and optional garden waste system and began work 

on upgrading the city’s transfer station, that also services 

neighbouring districts. 

Before leading the sustainability and waste division Sam led 

another division in council after moving from working as a 

litigation lawyer firstly in private legal practice then in-house 

at the council.

In addition to his role at Tauranga City Council, Sam is also 

an experienced governor sitting or having sat on several 

commercial and not for profit boards. He is currently the 

Chair of the Institute of Directors Bay of Plenty Branch and of 

Bethlehem School, Deputy Chair of the Bay of Plenty Rugby 

Union, Treasurer of the Momenta Charitable Trust, and a Board 

Member of Camp Quality Charitable Trust and Momenta Group.

Earlier this year Sam was selected for the Institute of 

Directors Mentoring for Diversity Programme and as a Top 

Diverse Emerging Board Ready Director by the Super Diversity 

Institute.


