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BUT
• Problematic if 

not managed 
correctly from 
start to finish

The Problem • Land development often generates surplus soil
• Emphasis should be on retaining soils on site, or 

reusing where possible
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The Bad, and the Ugly
• Three case-studies
• All sites operated 

under a CSMP or 
RAP with controls to 
manage imported 
material… 

• …and all had 
something go wrong 
anyway



• Topsoil imported from nearby rural 
property, tested on site 

• Trace asbestos, unknown source 
• Further testing to assess risk, retained 

on site
• Better awareness of the risks needed 

by the contractor and client 

Case Study #1
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Case Study #2
• Topsoil imported from local developments, tested 

bulk sample provided by contractor
• Inconsistencies, ACM contamination
• Eventually replaced with confirmed clean topsoil
• Awareness of responsibilities needed by contractor



Case Study #3 • Topsoil imported from adjacent HAIL site, 
no SQEP consultation

• Conservative testing, confirmed 
contamination below consent criteria

• Retained on site 
• Consent allowed for flexibility 
• More communication needed 



The Good! Case Study #4
• Large development with excess topsoil -> 

small site requiring soil for capping
• Tested in advance of importing
• Compliant with consent conditions
• Sustainable outcome for both parties



Lessons Learned
1. Collaborate with regulators early, and check consent conditions 
2. Fit-for-purpose soil reuse criteria 
3. Communicate risks, requirements & responsibilities clearly
4. Consider most appropriate soil testing regime 
5. Regular project check-ins and site visits
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Next Steps


