Samples to strategy: Navigating
research and an early career In a
post-COVID world

Gina Harris
Environmental Consultant
ERIAS

O

wasteMINZ = ALGA



TYPICAL

PATHWAY
pysvmeun - ——
Catenie I\.lew Career
learning Job Navigat
: : alf
training ng

ERIAS '~




TYPICAL

PATHWAY? .
Acade_mlc New Career
learning Jjob navigat
& & .
training ng

COVID-19 = Evolution In early
career pathways

ERIAS '~




BSc/
BA

— Cconjo

MY PATHWAY

Environm
ental

CIENTIS
S _ S

W9 2020 2021 2021 2023

Full lockdown

WFH & University

onhne-

ERIAS '~

MScC

4

Hybrid

Melbourne, AU
nvwnmen a
2023 Copstlltant

“rormahsed-

working

O

wasteMINZ = ALGA



EVIDENT SHIFTS IN
OURINDUSIRY

ore focus
0N resillience

Surge In
data

Disruptio
n to
leldwor

Surge In
uncertainty

ore focus
on local
solutiong

v 3
| | | wasteMINZ =ALGA




SHIFTS FOR
EARLY CAREER
PROFESSIONA
S /ECRs}

mphasis o
transferable
skills

Mentorship
structures

Disrupted
career
Qathwayg

Where do we go
from here?

ERIAS '~




KEY

cide wat

Mmatters
What we’re Challenge for
taught ECPsS
+ Collect Evolution of what . WhICh data =
samples atters noise?
* Clean up * Which data =
data Sigral?
What COVID
changed

. 4
v ‘ Ma te mahi fahi ’)
A Orivina imoact throuah collaboration wasteMINZ = ALGA



KEY

| Insight only matters if it’sx

usalile
What we’re Challenge for
taught ECPs
. Data Technical
. Science findings
analysis L
communication does not =
* Report .
N actionable
g What COVID outcomes
changed

v !
I S - _ © Mate mahi o
E I z ‘S oriving imoact throuah collaboration wasteMINZ = ALGA




KEY

( Strategy turns data Into x

What we’re detisions Challenge for

taught ECPS

* |Interpret uncert tyBaIancing data
Focus on technical e Be comfortable wi

accuracy,
accuracy uncertainty uncestajetyietime,
Hefdget
What COVID
changed

v
E I z ‘S S Driving impact through collaboratiol wasteMINZ =ALGA




SUMMARY — Advice for ECPs

(feel free to take a photo of this slide)

@ Who will use my analysis? \ y Learn to translate, not just

Is my analysis understandable for my analyse

target audience? Get comfortable making
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