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The Good, The Bad & The Ugly



Products

WasteRecovery

End Market

Why 

Product 

Stewardship 

Exists

Product Responsibility is key

• 2008 Waste Act

• 2020 Priority products



Matching scheme collections with processing was missing! No EPR



The Ugly
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Offshore 
dependence

Single points
of failure

No mandatory 
obligations

Missing Producer Responsibility



The Bad
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Competing 

with cheap 

virgin plastics

Expensive

to 

accumulate

Expensive 

to process
Contaminated

Post-consumer plastics & system constraints

Number 8 wire can help but its not mandated nor EPR



We shouldn’t need Eco-Warriors for success

It shouldn’t be this hard



• Waste Standardisation created a 

gap and thus a need

• NZ Size – Number 8 wire

• Adding complexity

• Brand and processor support



Schemes Pact Participate In



Schemes Pact Participate In

MGB 

Recycling



Why Product 

Stewardship 

Exists

Brand owner 
commitment

Convenience 
for consumers

Known material 
streams

Closed loops with 
an end market

EPR and Mandatory Schemes



Voluntary vs 
Mandatory

The Tyrewise Stewardship programme is a great 

example of aspiration, policy, regulation, and 

outcomes all lining up
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What’s needed

• Regulation

• Incentives

• Waste Levy

• Producer Responsibility

• Partnerships across Supply Chain

• Industry Group Support

• Easy collections

• Technological 

advancements

• Using existing 

infrastructure

• Commitment for recycled content

• Technical development 

(mechanical and chemical)

• Develop innovative products and 

markets

Government 
Leadership

Industry 
Collaboration

Infrastructure 
Investment

Building 
Demand
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